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Tip for Your 
Tall Boots 

A few days prior 
to your show take 
your tall boots to 
a local shoe repair 
shop and have 
them professionally 
polished. 

Having them 
professionally 
polished will have 
them shine like 
they were brand 
new again.

 The extra shine 
will also give 
you a competing 
edge against the 
other riders in your  
show division. 

Preparing  
Your Tack

An important part of 
preparing for your 
upcoming horse show 
is cleaning your tack, 
which includes but is 
not limited to your bit, 
bridle, breast plate, 
draw reigns, equi 
boots, girth, leather  
halter, martingale, and 
saddle. Taking the time 
to thoroughly clean 
your tack will not only 
make it presentable for 
in the show ring, but 
also help keep supple 
and lasting longer. The 
following is eight steps 
to cleaning your tack:

1. Gather your preferred 
saddle or leather soap, a 
soft cloth and a sponge.

2. Fill a small bucket with 
water. 
 
3. Dampen your sponge 
(do not get sponge too 
wet) and in small circles 
on tack rub on the soap 
until it lathers. 

4. Rinse sponge in clean 
water, and rub leather 
until clean  
(removing all soap resi-
due). You may have to get 
clean water several times. 
 
5. As you clean your tack 
look over it carefully and 
inspect your tack, check-
ing for any safety issues.

     6. Dry tack off with 
the clean cloth.

     7. For the saddle rub 
on saddle shine or oil 
with the clean cloth and 
let dry overnight

     8. When cleaning the 
bridle avoid putting soap 
on the bit. Simply use 
clean water and sponge.

Remember to take extra time out of your show 
day to spend quality time with your horse.
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Tack & Gear: 

• Baby Powder

• Blanket

• Bit(s) for bridle

• Breast plate & draw reigns

• Bridle(s)

• Chaps (half or full) 

• Cooler (for horse)

• Crop

• Dressage whip

• First aid kit

• Fly sheet

• Girth(s)

• Horse’s fake tail

• Leather cleaner

• Leather Equi Boots (4)

• Leather shipping halter

• Martingale   

• Saddle(s) 

• Saddle pads

• Shipping warps or boots

• Shoe polish

• Spurs

• Stirrups & leathers

• Tail wrap

• Treats  
(carrots, cookies, etc.)

Clothing:

• Belt

• Black helmet 
(legally approved)

•  Black leather Gloves

• Boot Pulls

• Breeches 

• Hair nets

• Hunt Coat(s) 
(moderate colors)

• Paddock boots

• Show shirts

• Show shirts’ collars

• Tall nylon socks

• Tall boots

• White polo

What to Pack

The following is a list of 
show clothes, tack & gear 
you will want to pack  
before going to a horse 
show. 

Depending on what  
division you are compet-
ing in certain items may or 
may not apply to you. Other 
items might not seem nec-
essary, but you want to be 
prepared for any situation. 

You never know when you 
could be going to a show 
grounds that change from 
tropical to frigid and you 
left you horse’s blanket at 
home.

Ribbons:
Once at the show remember to write 
you name, horse’s name and the 
class you placed in on the back. You 
want to be able to look back and 
know what the ribbon was received 
for.   

Packing Your Saddle:
It is not recommended to pack your saddle in 
your tack trunk before a show. Take the saddle 
with you personally to ensure no damage is 
done to your saddle during transportation. 
And make sure to bring your saddle cover 
with you as well.

Preparing for Your Upcoming Show:

Extra Cash:
Before leaving for the show plan for 
a cash allowance to spend in case 
you forget any tack, gear or clothing 
at home or in case something breaks 
or is damaged. 


